HOLY THURSDAY - 2009
Fr. Jerry Kopacek

Tonight we enter into the most holy time of the whole Church year--the Sacred Triduum (Latin for
‘three days’) during which we remember and enter into the events by which we and all mankind are
reconciled to God. The Triduum begins on this Holy Thursday night at this Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. It continues on the road to Calvary tomorrow on Good Friday, into Holy Saturday as we
keep watch at Jesus’ tomb, and finally to the great joy and gladness of Easter. But we’re not there
yet--we can only proceed one solemn step at a time.

So again: we begin on this Holy Thursday; we begin to remember. Remembering is a distinctively
human act--recalling some person or event of the past and bringing that memory to the present. And
there are many ways of retrieving those memories. Sometimes just seeing a certain object will
accomplish that: pictures in a photo album or on your wall, a gift you received several years from a
dear friend, a memento or souvenir from a favorite vacation spot. In my office and in my room at the
rectory, for example, I have many things that remind me of my parents who both died back in the late
1980’s. Iimagine most if not all of you have keepsakes like that. Those things may not be worth
large amounts of money, but that’s irrelevant. The point is: those things are priceless because they
bring our loved ones to mind.

On this Holy Thursday night, we remember and rejoice in a most special and unique gift, a memento
unlike any other. At the Last Supper, Jesus gave the apostles a remembrance of himself--but much
more, infinitely more than just a remembrance. In giving them and us the Eucharist, Jesus gave
himself--his very own Body and Blood under the outward appearance of bread and wine. In our first
reading tonight (from Exodus) we heard about the origins of the feast of Passover (which our Jewish
brothers and sisters continue to celebrate at this time of year). It was to help the Israelites remember
how God freed them from slavery in Egypt and then led them to the Promised Land.

But the Eucharist given by Jesus at the Last Supper goes far beyond that. The Passover was about
recalling an event from the past. The Eucharist is Jesus’ gift of himself to the apostles, to the Church
and to the world back then, throughout history, now in our own time and in the future to the end of
the world. Think about it this way: what is the one thing that lovers want most of all? They simply
want to be with the one who they love, and they don’t ever want to be parted. That’s why death is
thought to be such a loss, the ultimate tragedy--taking away from you one you love.

Well, Jesus is a lover also. Remember what I told you a week ago last Sunday about Mother Teresa’s
experience of Jesus’ deep, burning, passionate love for us--his thirst for us. Jesus longs for us, and as
a lover he wants to be with us. And in giving us the Eucharist (and the priesthood--the means by
which Jesus continues his Eucharistic presence in the world and throughout history), Jesus brings that
desire to fruition and completion. Jesus the divine Lover is with us always--not just as a holy
memory or a prayerful nostalgia, but in the fullness of his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. The
Eucharist is no mere memento, no mere keepsake. It is Jesus Christ himself--he comes to us and he
makes it possible for us to come to him.

That’s why Vatican II calls the Mass, the Eucharist the source and summit of our Catholic faith.
That’s why we keep the Eucharist--the Blessed Sacrament--reserved in special places of honor in our
tabernacles. That’s why the Catholic Church has always taken care to build churches that are noble
and beautiful places of worship and adoration--because they are places where Jesus comes to our
altars and becomes our food and drink. That’s why the Church continues to have its Eucharistic
devotions like Perpetual Adoration, Benediction and others. Finally, that’s why this Holy Thursday



Mass will end as it always does with our procession with the Blessed Sacrament around this whole
church building--to honor, worship and adore Jesus our Savior whose real presence in the Eucharist
began at that Last Supper, that first Eucharist, nearly 2000 years ago.

Jesus longs for us, thirsts for us, loves us, is head-over-heels in love with us. And as Son of God, he
makes it possible through the Eucharist to be with us, his beloved brothers and sisters, at all times.
He offers himself to us in bread and wine that have changed into his Body and Blood, the real thing
(no cheap substitute, no mere souvenir). How incredibly and astonishingly blessed and privileged we
are to be offered this divine Gift, this never-ending companionship and genuine, tangible presence of
our Savior!




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


